
Nov 2017 – Jan 2018: 
MVT CID Initiates MVT Open Space 
Study in Response to Current 
Conditions and Community Feedback

Overall Takeaways from Community Engagement
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Preference (in order of weighted  
ranking) for MVT Open Space:
Beauty/aesthetics, including  
public art, landscaping, flower  
beds, water features

Relaxation, including areas to picnic,  
tables, chairs, shade

Dining, including café, food service

Event space, including places for  
converts, outdoor moves

Pet recreation, including dog park,  
dog run

Playing fields, including baseball,  
basketball, football, jogging

Children’s recreation, including  
playground

Cobb Park
It should be a magnetic/vibrant park
Use elevation and grade changes  
to create sense of separation from  
Massachusetts Avenue
Water feature can be an attraction and  
address noise concerns
Access, operations and maintenance are  
critical factors for success
Parking Deck
Would like to see sports fields and  
active uses and places to gather

Needs safe, attractive, and inviting access  
to 2nd and 3rd Streets
NPS
Operations and maintenance are critical to  
success– push for alternative arrangement  
with NPS for new uses and maintenance  
regimens leveraging current and  
prospective authorities

Cobb Park
• Sit in the Shade
• Interact with Art
• Visit a Dog Park
• Take a Walk /Walk  

through a
Meadow 

• Relax with
Friends + Family

Parking Deck  
• Play Field
• Sports  Listen 

to Music
• Attend Festival
• Sit in the

Shade
• Visit a Dog 

Park

NPS
• Sit in the 

Shade
• Visit a Dog 

Park  
• Interact with 

Art
• Exercise
• People Watch

NJ & K
• Tend a Garden
• Visit a Dog
• Park  Play Field

Sports
• Play on a  

Playground
• Walk through 

a Meadow
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Site Advantages/Constraints (relative to suggested activities)

Portion ofDC-owned  
Parking Deck
Centrally located within  
neighborhood, with surrounding  
residential uses on all sides. Preferred  
activities can be accommodated on a  
portion of the Parking Deck.

NPS reservations
Due to size and distribution,  
these sites provide  
opportunities for relaxation,  
smaller scale artexperiences  
and informal gatherings.

Cobb Park
Highly visible DC gateway.  
Improves accessibility to multiple  
neighborhoods. Surrounding  
commercial and retail uses favor a  
destination, interaction with art,

Prohibits off­leash dog activity. culture, and dining.

DDOT + PEPCO Land
A series of underutilized  
spaces in this area can  
provide smaller scale  
recreation opportunities  
and be integrated with  
development.

Carnegie Library/Apple
Green space around Carnegie  
Library/ new Apple store will be  
programmed and managed by  
DC Events. Opportunity to  
develop working relationship  
with those entities in the future.
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Cobb Park Portion of DC Owned Parking Deck NPS Reservation 193

NPS Reservation 72
(ChinatownPark)

NPS Reservations  
71 + 176

NPS Reservation 74  
(Milian Park)

NPS Reservation 178

DDOT + PEPCO land

Activitie
s

Proposed  
Activity  
Map
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Jan – Apr 2018:
MVT Open Space Study Strategy 

and Recommendations Developed 
Based on Community Feedback

The Path Ahead:
On the Community’s Behalf, the MVT 
CID Continues to Advocate with 
Senior District Leaders to Implement 
the Study’s Recommendations—
Including the Study’s Bold Vision for 
a “Re-Imagined” Cobb Park 

Out of 45 Areas in the District,  
Mount Vernon Triangle is the:

•	 9th-most populated, but has the
•	 4th-lowest provision of open  
	 space, and has
•	 3 times the number of residents  
	 per playground as the District average

(Source: DPR “Play DC” Master Plan)

Need Reinforced by Community 
Feedback:

•	 Only 1 of 4 say there is sufficient quality and 		
	 availability of open space
•	 A top 5 reason people plan to leave MVT is  
	 lack of green space
•	 Park, greenspace and open space activation  
	 should be the CID’s third-highest priority after 
	 public safety and cleanliness/landscaping

(Source: MVT Neighborhood Perception Survey) 

Existing Conditions:

Current Condition

Future Vision


